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Notes and maps from ‘Indian English’ a seminar by Robert Fuchs (Bed 

seminar 2015) 

 

 

from 1600’s 

 

• The English (later British) one of several foreign powers 

• Traded at the pleasure of the local rulers 

• Founded trade settlements (“factories“) in Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras 

• Major local power: The Mughals • Muslims, spoke Persian 

• Persian used as an official language (e.g. in courts), Hindi in the North by the 

local population, Urdu (Persianised Hindi) by the military and Muslim Indians 

• Still today many Arabic and Persian loanwords in Indian languages (e.g. ‘kitab‘ 

– book, ‘qalam‘ - pen) 

 

 

 

• East India Company slowly grew richer and extended its influence 

• Set up their own military, mostly composed of Indian soldiers (’sepoys’) with 

British officers; also some British regiments 

• Slow disintegration of Mughal Empire • East India Company takes over Bengal 

and adjacent provinces 

• Heyday of exploitation of Indians (English word 'loot' is from Hindi) reputation 

for India as a get-rich-quick place established, but soon famines in Bengal) 

• Rapid (relative) increase in the number of British-born residents 1831 became 

part of the British Empire 

• Rule through proxies: ”a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but 

English in taste, in morals, and in intellect” Macaulay 1835 

• Establishment of English-medium schools 

• Downward filtration theory 

 

 

 

Independence  

 

Independence 1947: Hindi as official, English as co-official language, to be 

phased out after 20 years  

 

Partition – Pakistan and Bangladesh became separate counties 



 

 

 

 

• Language riots culminating in 1965 in Southern India 

• Counter-movement against Hindi as sole national language 

• Result: Status quo maintained 

• 1968 Three-language formula: Hindi, English plus another Indian language 

• English was the colonisers‘ language but it is a regionally “neutral“ language 

• Use of Indian languages important as markers of local identity 

• Even today, only 3% of the Indian population are fluent in English, and 23% 

have at least basic knowledge (Desai et al. 2010) 

• number of English speakers was even lower in 1947 

. Educated Indians are outraged when their English is 

called Indian, but speaking with a British or American 

accent is considered pretentious 

• No dictionary or comprehensive reference grammar of 

Indian English, but ‘Indianisms‘ (in syntax, lexis, and 

phonology) very much established and accepted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


