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I am standing for peace and non-violence.
Why world is fighting fighting,

Why all people of world

Are not following Mahatma Gandhj

I am simply not understanding,

-Ancient Indian Wisdom is 100% correct, -

I should say even 200% correct.
But Modern generation is neglecting —
Too much going for fashion and foreign thing.

Other day I'm reading in newspaper

{Every day I'm reading Times of India

To improve my English Language)

How one goonda fellow

Throw stone at Indirabehn,

Must be student unrest fellow, I am thinking.

Friends, Romans, Countrymen, [ am saying
{to myself}

Lend me the ears.

Everything is coming —

Regeneration, Remuneration, Contraception.

Be patiently, brothers and sisters,

You want one glass lassi?

Very good for digestion.

With little salt lovely drink,

Better than wine;

Not that [ am ever tasting the wine.

P'm the total teetotaller, completely total.
But I say .

Wine is for the drunkards only.

What you think of prospects of world peace?
Pakistan behaving like this,

China behaving like that,

It is making me very sad, T am telling you.
Really, most harassing me,

All men are brothers, no?

In India also :
‘Gujaraties, Maharashtrians, Hindiwallahs
All brothers -

Though some are having funny habits,
Still, you tolerate me,

I tolerate you,

One day Rem Rajya is surely coming,

You are going?

But you will visit again

Any time, any day,

I am not believing in ceremeony.
Always I am enjoying your company.

13 goenda: rogue. 14 Indirabehn: Indira Gandhi, fiterally 'Sister Indira',




The Opposable Thumb

‘One two three four five
five fingets to a hand’
said the blind boy counting
7 but ke found 2 sixth one
5 waiting like a cousin for 2 coin;
a budlike node complete with nail,
phalanz, and mole
under the usual casual opposable thumb.

“One two three four five _
70 five fingerspans for 2 woman’s blouse’,
said the muslin-weaver spanning
but he found his span shoster by a thumb
2 puckered stamp, sewn like a sausage head
by a batber, without a nail
7% phalanx or rice-grain line,
instead of the nsual casual opposable thumb.

Said my gtanny, rolling her elephant leg
likke 2 log in a ruined mill:
‘One two three fout five
2¢  five princes in 2 forest’
each one different like the fingers ona hand’
and we always looked to find on her paw
just one finger left of five: a real thumb,
no longet usual, casual, or opposable aftér her hushand’s
25" kaifing temper one sunday mosning half a century ago.




Search For My-ffdngue*

. Days my tongue-slips away:
. Lean't hold on to my tongue.

&

2

t’s slippery like the lzard's tail
I try to grasp
but the Iizard darts away.

wll ot 2l ot B

(mari jeebh sarki jai chay)

I can’t speak. I speak nothing.
Nothing.

st S aly, § -ofl ehell usdl
{kai nahi, hoo nathi boli shakti)
I search for my tongue.

yidg sl iy ? osui?

" (parantu kya shodhu? Kya?)
A Qedl ma &,

(hoo dhodti dhodti jaco choo)

" But where should I start? Where?

I go running, running,

48] (iR Al @, 4] [5qi.

(nadi keenayray pohchee choo, nadi keenayray)
reach the river’s edge.

Silence

wised Al 4.
(akedum shant)

AR well s, o wsll ke,

| _(neechay pani nahi, oopur pakshi nahi)

Below, the riverbed is dry. Above,
the sky is empty: no clouds, no birds.
If there were leaves, or even grass
they would not stir' today,

for there is no breeze.

If there were clouds

then, it might rain.

/
o ain §id Al ST GRAUE A,
(jo vadlahoat  toh kadach varsad aavay)

o qRRlls U Al el wedl A,
{jo varsad puday toh nadi pachee aavay)

o gl Qe o wgl G, AL sids dlg 4 Teun,

(jo nadihoy, jo pani hoy, toh kaeek leeluleetu daykhai)
If the rains fell

then the river might return;

if the water rose again I might see somethmg green
at first, then trees enough to fill a forest.

If there were some clouds that is.

a1 e dld dl,

(jo vadia hoat toh)

Since [ have lost my tongue

I can only imagine

there is something crawling

beneath the rocks, now burrowing down

into the earth when [ lift the rock.
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o YR GUl§ .
(jyaray. patther oopadu)
The rock is in my hand, and the dry
moss stuck on the rock

prickles my palm.

1let it drop

for I must find my tongue.

I know it can’t be here

in this dry riverbed.

My tongue can only be

where there is water.

wall, wef,

{pani, pani)

yoy e B el Bisd.

{(hujoo yad chay paylee chokri)

g ot well, sl wiell,” cligdl oliadl 2uadl.
{“thunda pani, meetha pani, bolti bolti aavt)

Col s Hleq , el dodl wdl,

{mathay kallu matlu, hathma pittulno pyalo)

- &l sudl ewsy wuadl.

7S

7

(oobhaylee gaadi baju aavti)

ot dArg wim o oudld el .
{bari taraf hath lumbaveenay pani aapti)

v, e ari,
{unay hoo, ateeshay tarsi) .

dzl Hiat g st Adl fl avdl.
{mota mota ghuntada layti pee jati)

- oy e ® el Sisdl,

(hujoo yad chay paylee chokri)

Bven water is scarce.

There was a litile girl

who carried ablack clay pitcher on her head,

_ who sold water at the train station.

She filled her brass cup with water, .
stretched out her arm to me,

reached up to the window, up

to me leaning out the window from the train,
but I can’t think of her in English.




You ask me what | mean

by saying | have lost my tongue.

| ask you, what would you do

if you had two tongues in your mouth,
and lost the first one, the mother tongue,
and could not really know the other,

- the foreign tongtie.

You could not use them beth together
even if you thought that way.

And if you fived in a place you had fo
speak a foreign tongue,

* your mother tongue would rof,

o

rot and die in your mouth

until you had to spit it out.

| thought | spit it out

but overnight while | dream,

wtad 3 e oom v ou,

(munay hutoo kay aakhee jeebh aakhee bhasha)
ig 4 v B,

(may thoonky nakhi chay)

Y4 R e Wil e sl 248 8,

{(parantoo ratiray svupnama mari bhasha pachi aavay chay)
gar{l vy il ot wid eom

(foolnee jaim mari bhasha mari jeebh)

qaml 4 8.

(modhama kheelay chay)

sadl o widl o 4Rl ow

(fullnes jaim mari bhasha mari jeebh)

Raml wh B, I
{modhama pakay chay)

it grows back, a stump of.a shoot

grows longer, grows moist, grows strong veins,
it ties the other tongue in knots,

the bud opens, the bud opens in my mouth,

it pushes the other tongue aside.

Everytime [ think 1've forgotten,

| think P've lost the mother tongue,

it blossoms out of my mouth.

. *The Gujerati is translated into English within the poem itself.
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and serves up his girlfriend
as dogfood to save the life of his
starving canine rnaster.

6
I answer to-the name of Ugh.

Na,
not the exclamation of disgust;

but the U pronounced as in Upanishad,
and gh not silent,
but as in ghost, ghoul or gherkin.

It’s short for Ughekalikadu,
Siddharamayya's
famous dog that I was named after,

the guru of Kallidevayya's dog
who could recite
the four Vedas backwards.

My own lmowledge of the scriptures
begins
and ends, I'm afraid,

with just one mantra, or verse;
the tenth,
from the sixty-second hymn

in the third mandalz of the Rig
{and to think
that the Rig alone contains ten thousand

five hundred and fifty-two verses).
It's composed in the Gayatri metre,
and it goes:

Om tat savitur varenyam
bhargo devasya dhimahi
dhiyo yonah prachodayat.

Twenty-four syllables, exactly, y
if you count the initial Om.
Please don’t ask me what it means, though.

All T know
is that it’s addressed to the sun-god
— hence it’s called Savitri —

P

125

L350

25

O

1

and it seems appropriate enough
to recite it
as I sit here waiting for the sun

1o rise.
May the sun-god amplify
the powers of my mind.

7
What | like about this time and place
- a3 | le here hugging the ground,
my jaw at rest on crossed forepaws,

my eyes level with the welltempered
but gaptocthed keyboard
of the black-and-white concrete blocks

that form the border of this trisland m icio
and give me my primary horizon -
is that T am left completely undisturbed

to work in peace on my magnum opus:
a triple sonata for a circumpiano
based on three distinct themes -

one suggested by a magpie robin,
another by the wail of an ambulance,
and the third by a rockdrill:

a pichald pianist, caressing and tickling
the concrete keys with his eves,
undeterred by digital deprivation. 7
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As 1 play,

the ity slowly reconstructs itself,
stone by numbered stone.

‘ Every stone

seeks out his brothers

" and is joined by his neighbours.

Every single crack

returns to its flagstone
and all is forgiven.

Trees arrive at themselves, ,
each one ready )
to give an account of its Jeaves.

The mahogany drops
a casket bursting with winged seeds
by the wayside,

like an inexperienced thief
drops stolen jewels
at the sight of a cop.

St Andrew’s church tiptoes back to its place,
shoes in hand, . T
like a husband after late-night revels.

The university,
you'll be glad to know,
can never get lost

because, although forgetful,

it always carries
its address in its pocket.

405

9

i#5 My nose quivers.
* A many-coloured smell
of innocence and lavender,

mildly acidic perspiration
and nail polish,
i8¢  rosewood and rosin

travels Iike a lighted fuse
up my nose
and explodes in my brain.

__ I’s not the leggy young girl
i85 taking a short cut
through this island as usual,

violin case in hand,
and late again for her music class
at the Max Muller Bhavan,

i90 so mmuch as & warning to me
that my idyll
will soon be over,
that the time has come for me
to surrender the city

__nm to its so-called masters.
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Biessing

The skin cracks like a pod.
There never is enough water.

Imagine the drip of it,
the small splash, echo

in a tin mug,

the voice of a kindly god.

Sometimes, the sudden rush

of fortune. The municipal pipe bursts,
silver crashes to the ground

and the flow has found

a roar of tongues. From the huts,
a congregation: every man woman
child for streets around

butts in, with pots,

brass, copper, aluminium,

plastic buckets,

frantic hands,

-and naked children

screaming in the liquid sun,

their highlights polished to perfection,
flashing light,

as the blessing sings

over their small bones.

Imticz Dheteer

14
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The Right Word Jmtiez

Outside the door,
turking in the shadows,

is a terrorist.

Is that the wrong description?
Outside that door,

taking shelter in the shadows,
is a freedom-fighter.

[ haven't got this right.
Outside, waiting in the shadows

is a hostile militant.

Are words no more

than waving, wavering flags?
Qutside your door,

watchful in the shadows,

isa guerrﬂla warrior.

God help me.

Outside, defying every shadow,
stands a martyr.

I saw his face.

No words can help me now.
Tust outside the door,

lost in shadows,

is a child who locks like mine.

One word for you.

QOutside my door,

his hand too steady,

his eyes too hard

is a boy who looks like your son, too.

T open the door.
Come in, [ say.
Come in and eat with us.

The child steps in

and carefully, at my door,
takes off his shoes.

15

Dhecidear




10

18

25

At the Lahore Karhai,

It's a great day, Sunday,
when wie pile into the car
and set off with a purpose -
a pilgrimage across the city,
to Wambley, the Lahore Harhai.
Lunch service has begl:ln -
‘No beer, we're Muslim' -
but the marning sun
squeezed into juice,

and ‘Yaad na jaye’

on the two-in-one,

On the Grand Trunk Road

thundering across Punjab to Amritsar,
this would be a dhaba

where the truck-drivers pull in,
swearing and sweating,

full of lust for real food,

just like home,

Hauling our overioaded lives

the extra mile,

we're truckers of another kind,
tooking hopefutly {years away
from Siatkot and Chandigarh)

for the taste of our mothers’
hand in the cooking.

So we've arrived at this table:
the Lahore runaway;

the Sindhi refugee

with his beautiful wife

whao prays each day to Rrishna,
keeper of her kitchen and her life;
the Englishman too young

to be flavoured by the Raj;

the girls with sitky hair,

% wearing the confident air

of Bombay.

This winter we have learnt

o wear our past

like summer clothes.

Yes, a great day.

A feast! We swoop

an a whole family of dishes.

The tarka dai is Auntie Hameeda
the karhai ghosht is Khala Ameena

4[5 the gajjar halva is Appa Rasheeda,

The warm naan is you,

My hand stops half-way to my meuth,
The Sunday light has lecked
on all of us:

oD the owner's smiling son,

the cook at the hat kebabs,

Yartar, Rohini, Robert,

Avesha, 5angam. |,

bound tegether by the bread we break,

% sharing out our continent.

These

are ways of remembering.
Other days, we may ;ﬁrefer
Chinase.

j mtiaz. Dhordecr




e
(]
-
O
Z,
L]
G
=
-
©
Z,
=
—]
a
Z,
=
%
<
e
e’
kL

17



Notes and maps from ‘Indian English’ a seminar by Robert Fuchs (Bed
seminar 2015)

from 1600°s

 The English (later British) one of several foreign powers

» Traded at the pleasure of the local rulers

* Founded trade settlements (“factories*) in Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras

» Major local power: The Mughals « Muslims, spoke Persian

* Persian used as an official language (e.g. in courts), Hindi in the North by the
local population, Urdu (Persianised Hindi) by the military and Muslim Indians

» Still today many Arabic and Persian loanwords in Indian languages (e.g. ‘kitab°
—book, ‘qalam* - pen)

« East India Company slowly grew richer and extended its influence

* Set up their own military, mostly composed of Indian soldiers (’sepoys’) with
British officers; also some British regiments

» Slow disintegration of Mughal Empire ¢ East India Company takes over Bengal
and adjacent provinces

» Heyday of exploitation of Indians (English word 'loot' is from Hindi) reputation
for India as a get-rich-quick place established, but soon famines in Bengal)

* Rapid (relative) increase in the number of British-born residents 1831 became
part of the British Empire

* Rule through proxies: ”a class of persons, Indian in blood and colour, but
English in taste, in morals, and in intellect” Macaulay 1835

» Establishment of English-medium schools

» Downward filtration theory

Independence

Independence 1947: Hindi as official, English as co-official language, to be
phased out after 20 years

Partition — Pakistan and Bangladesh became separate counties



» Language riots culminating in 1965 in Southern India

« Counter-movement against Hindi as sole national language

* Result: Status quo maintained

« 1968 Three-language formula: Hindi, English plus another Indian language
* English was the colonisers‘ language but it is a regionally “neutral* language
« Use of Indian languages important as markers of local identity

» Even today, only 3% of the Indian population are fluent in English, and 23%
have at least basic knowledge (Desai et al. 2010)

» number of English speakers was even lower in 1947

. Educated Indians are outraged when their English is

called Indian, but speaking with a British or American

accent is considered pretentious

* No dictionary or comprehensive reference grammar of

Indian English, but ‘Indianisms* (in syntax, lexis, and

phonology) very much established and accepted



~ The external boundaries of India
‘on this map have not been authenticated
- and may aot be correct.

T

ARABIAN
SEA

0c—m 300 km M
o—‘—_—sﬁno:.m )

INDIAN OCEAN  LANKA ) U S







Nuristan

Languages Kohistiny’ ] s .f",‘\.} :
et Ko o~ Languages of India
Af, ghanistanl_f "4 £ (C) Jost Gippert, 1993-2010
o e
Pashto et
e ,

Tibet

Méwiri

Jaipuy

Bay of Bengal

Andaman
Ehidati Languages,

Andnman‘
Laccadive Is!and{ .\'
Islands 0
o : | ¢
Malayalam . Nicobar ‘\ -
UL Islands =§
b Nicobar and %
#wmen, ST1 Lanka Shompen Languages
‘@ Sinhalese
FN

é“{:&Maldivian
7%, (Dhivehi)

SN aie

Maldives |~

wady
L
P Fua' Muloky



R

Thomas Macaulay
(1800-59) began a four-
year period of service on
the Supreme Council of
india in 1834. His famous
Minute presented the case
for a new English
subculture in the region:

tthink itis clear,..that we
ought to employ them [our
funds]in teaching what is
best worth knowing; that

English is better worth
knowing than Sanscrit or
Arabic; that the natives are
desirous to be taught
English, and are not

_desireus to be taught San.

scritor Arabic...thatitis
possible to make natives
of this country thoroughiy
good English scholars; and
that to this end our efforts
oughtto be directed,

The dimate of opinion
which led to this Minute had
been muchinfluenced by
the views of the religious
and social reformer Ram
Mohan Roy (1772-1833). In
the 18205 he had proposed
theintroduction of a West-
ern educational curriculum,
arguing that instruction

in English was essentia if
indians were to have access
1o European scientific
knowledge,

Though this view became
official policy, Macaulay's
Minute was highly contro-
versial at the time, and laid
the foundation of the fin-
guistic disputes which were
to become increasingly
bitter after independence.

— 1

- language formula’,

THE STATUS OF
ENGLISH

Inindia, English is now rec-
ognized as an 'associate’
official language, with
Hindi the official language,
Itis also recognized as the
official language of four
states {Manipur, Megha-
laya, Nagaland, Tripura}
and eight Union territories.
In Pakistan, itis an associ-
ated official Tanguage. It
has no official statusin the
other countries of South
Asia, but throughout the
fegion it is universally used
as the medium of interna-
tional communication.

inindia, the bitter con- -
tlict between the support-
ersof English, Rindi, and
regional fanguages led in
the 1960s to the "three

inwhich English was
introduced as the chief
alternative to the local
state language (typi-
cally Hindi in the north
and aregionat lan-
guage in the south),
English has, a5 a con-
sequence, retained its
standing within
Indian society, con-
tinuing to be used
withint the legal
system; government
_Administration, sec-
ondary and higher

education, the armed
forces, the media, business,
and tourism. In the Dravid-
ian-speaking areas of the
south, itis widely preferred
to Hindi as a lingua franca,
Since the 1960s, much
attention has focused on
what has been called the
ongoing Indianization’
of Engiish. The novelist
R. K. Narayan {1906-) is

. ene who has addressed
" the issue:

" The Englishlanguage,

through sheer resitience
and mobility, is now under-
going 2 process of Indian-
izationinthe same manner
as it adopted US citizenship
over acentury ago, with the
difference that itis the
major language there but
here one of the fifteen

25

listed in the Indian
Constitution,

Andthe eriticK. R.S. iyen-
gar (1908-} has remarked:

Indian writing in English is
but one of the voices in
which india speaks, itis a
new voice, no doubt, but jt
Is as much Indian as others,
The pointis controversial,
and is reflected in contro-
versies in other parts of the
world, where the growth of
the English language is per-
ceived asa threat as weli ag
ablessing (p. 114). There is
no doubt, however, about
the emerging structural
identity of Indian English,
orabout the growth of 2
recognized body of Indian
English literature (p. 360).
{After 8, 8. Kathru, 1983.)
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Interview with
Prof. A.K. Ramanujan;
|

—T.N. Shankaranarayana*
—S.4. Krishnaiah**

{4

&r{

30

25

%

* 1. INS: Professor, You are an established linguist,

scholar in literature and creative writer. How Is it you

developed Interest in folkloristies?

. AKR: First of all, you know, I did not begin as a linguist.’
My first degrec was in English, My interests were in South
Indian Languages, Kannada and Tamil. 1 don’t have degrees in
them. I have studied Kannada all along. ‘While 1 was doing
English, I was doing Kamnada and Tamil. 1 very quickly began
to sec that you lave to cultivate even your mother tongue as

- deeply as you would cultivate, with as much trouble, with as

much labour as you would cultivate a foreign language. Without

it one does not really reach any full expression nor any insight

into either one’s own culture or any other culture, in my opinion,
besause the mother tongue reaches deep into one’s childhood

. on the one hand and it is also reaches into-all strata of society.

Whereas, if you stayed with English you stop with one percent.
1t is like Sanskrit,.In fact this worse ;han Sanskrif, because at

least Sanskrit gives you insight into your own past, pertaining to

religion and various technical treatises and Indian science and
all the rest, Whereas English, on the one hand is international
and we need“i‘t on the other? It will make us superficial with
regard to our own cultire. I felt the need to cultivate both
‘Kannada and Tamil, was thinking and iit doing that, somewhere
along the line, I became aware that for an Indian there is not only,

" the culture of the book, the culture of what I call the father tongues

like Sanskrit and English at this point but also the culture of the
mother’s tongue. The culture of mother tongues contain

" not only what you call the literature but also folk materials. In fact,

in a recent paper I wrote that the house in which we lived in Mysore
had several storeys. We spoke Tamil at downstairs with my mother,
grandmother, cooks and so on. " And on the upstairs, my father,
who ' was a mathematician, and we spoke English and he had
Sanskrit. And then there was a higher one which was open to the
sky, from where you could see the palace, which was all kit up or
you could also ses the Gollageri down there. If there was any big
quarrel there, anything like that, we even go down all the way and
watch it. So the house seemed like a symbol of multiple culture. It
is not special o me, it is true of all of us, of all educated people.
And some where along the line, it became important to me to take
the whole range of our culture somechow to learn as much as
possible, Tuse to bear a lot of folktales, particularly in Tamil, from
my cooks and my mother, aunt and my grandmother. So, I began
that from my childhood. Somewhere around my 20™ year I read
the works of Verder Elyin and'I very much wanted to give up
titerature and become an anthropologist. I wrote him letters, he
didn’t even reply to me because I said I will come and work with
you. As I was very much taken.by him, because I had read his
Folktales of Mahakoushal and Folksongs of Chattisgarh and
things like that. And that was almost the beginning of that. Then
I began o collect and went to Belgaum, there by that time, 1 had
collected lot of Proverbs. 1 was interested in the proverbs of the
world. I had translated about four or five thousand proverbs from
different languages, of course, through English.
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Extracts from an article in 'The Guardian’ 2005 by David Crystal

Three generations after independence, Indian English is still having trouble distancing itself from
the weight of its British English past. Many people still think of Indian English as inferior and see
British English as the only "proper" English. It is an impression still fostered by the language
exam1n1ng boards that dominate teachers' mindsets. At the same time a fresh confidence is plainy
emerging among young people, and it is only a matter of time before attitudes change...........

What status will this rapidly growing English dialect have in the eyes of the rest of the world?
Linguistic status is always a reflection of power — political, technological, economic, cultural,
religious — so this is really a question relating to the future of India as a world player. India is likely
to become an eventual cyber-technologizal superpower. The call-centre phenomenon has stimulated
a huge expansion of internet-related activity...........

India has a unique position in the English-speaking world. It is a linguistic bridge between the
major first-language dialects, such as British and American English and the major foreign-language
varieties, such as those emerging in China and Japan. China is the closest competitor for the
English-speaking record with some 220 million speakers of English*, but China does not have the
pervasive English linguistic environment encountered in India ; nor does it have the strength of
linguistic tradition that provides multiple continuities with the rest of the English-speaking world.

When Indian operators answer your call about train times between Birmingham and Glasgow,
they are far more likely to be aware of where you are travelling than would any equivalent operators
in China. :

And it is the Indian presence in Britain that marks the other end of this linguistic continuity.
British people are familiar with (British dialects of) Indian English as a result of several generations
of immigration.

When the TV comedy programme The Kumars at Number 42 became successful in Britain, I
heard local English kids using its catchphrases and copyiung its speech rhythms..... There are
parallels in the literary world. Suhay! Saadi's new novel, Pschoraag, is an amazing mixture of
South jisian English (Urdu, in this case), Standard English, and Glaswegian. We ain't seen nothing
yet.

And India is special in one other respect. Alongside the spread of English there is a powerful
concern for the maintenance of indigenous languages. I repeatedly heard ** young students express
the need for a balance between an outward-looking language of empowerment and an inward-
looking language of identity.

"Choose your language for you power bill", says one of the Mumbai billboards, offering Marathi,
Hindi,Gujarathi and English, Many of the smaller tribal languages are seriously endangered, but
there is an enviable awareness of the problem that is lacking in many Western countries. India, it
seems, can teach the rest of the world some lessons not only about multidialectism but about
multilingualism too.

*Tndia has an estimated 350 million English speakers

#* David Crystal had just returned from a two-week lecture tour of India
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Excavafion Sltes
In Acholi there is a place and people called Lamaogi;
They came from up north, from another group and place
called Romogi: '
It was from this self-samee place that the Kenya Luo called
< ‘Romogi came. :

The Lamogi group came and settled under Got Kilzk.
The area was not without people, though,

They found some aboriginals dwelling in the caves.
These, they called Jo-Bore.t

# One day Lamogi.had an awak? call and Imany peasants came to
the communal dig.
They failed to eat all the sheep that were slaughtered, _
Nor the kwoi that was provided; nor the many potted kongo.*
The work was also not complete when they retired home for

¢ - the night and left their hoes by the field.

s

At night a scout from the cave-men came to reconnoitre and
divine the day’s noises.
His nostrils partook of the beer and he sipped a bowlful.
Mutton, cooked and salted, tasted so heavenly his-captain
2 despaired the gallant was dead.
And of eourse he was dead — with new experiences.
Curiosity filled up, he remembered duty.
The report was never fully given before the cave mouth was
torn wide open. , .
# Those cavers who met with kwon first, solidded their stomachs;
Thase who took bones first, sniffed away in merriment Mount
Otympus-like;
Those who grabbed Hcsh,' had the best of food;
Orhers drank of the soup, and were filled with fat;
% Some pushed their heads right into the beer and were drunk
. almost to death. o

These godty feasts over, duty called.
Obviously savages aiid pygmies are all the same:
To them, the rule of fair exchange is the bond of faith:
% Hitisa pygmy who wrenched your plantain
You'll surely get a lump of meat instead.
After these cave~dwellers had had the food
:They set to work, and cleared quite an acre,
After which they dragged drunks and drowns,

4t And repaired the mouth of cave,

“We can see for certain that the goblins still roam the earth!”
they thodght out aloud,

‘But goblins may do'the digging. Can they also cat some
sheep and drink off beer?’

They deliberated lon, had maxims marny, and saged all the

while.
The elders spoke quite a bit and the chief let the augurers talk.

The fruit of the day-long work was even this, that another dig
o  berepeat;
And able-bodied men watch at night to catch the ghosts or faes
if they failed to rum or harm,
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Human flesh fears pests, Lamogi watchers found this out.
The night advanced and the mosquitoes bled the veins of men,
5 Men who could brave the spears and arrows in the heat of the
fray, ' ‘
Men who fear not the smart of the canes or slaps of hands . . .
- Men when they are enforced to quiet. become restless. .
Men when they are entreated not to stir, find even their tranquil
i blood stizring, their soft skins pricking,
Now, when men have to be on guard for an enemy
And are not to show they are living
Better they were made Buddhists
Than bear sach an ordeal.
s No event ook place whatsoever by midnight.
It was only towards three or four
‘That the carth shook o the onrush of the cavers.
Men observed their dress of wild leaves of banana tusa ensete.
Men observed their eating as the decoy disappeared with such-
w  aspeed.
And men observed all these sons, daughters, fathers, and
mothers :
Taking up hoes and deciding to be human. :
And men could no longer stand the bites of the mosquitoes:
# They took the cue from the beasts and rushed out to show
some action.

The beasts fied to hell:

Human speed was not fast enough.

Only an elder with decades unknown had lost himself:
oy 'The others all went back to cave.

And man showed the prudence he had by sealing up the cave

In order to entomb the beasts for good, as if they had no sense
at-all,

Of course the cavers died - they died cursing.
% And their ghosts committed revenge on Lamogi day in day out
To the extent that a while ago the Lamogi themselves
Had to open quickly the caves, led by the elder old
~ And run to beat the Brtish who smoked them out of starved
' them? '
% Amidst the beasts they had killed.

My reader dear
If you do not fear ghosts
- Go-and make yourself a name
By excavating these grottoes
4 And finding out the civilizations
That are bured down underneath s

L rave mern )
2. eommunad work i this case, ‘l':ﬂﬂ"ij

1. bread

. besr ) »

& Lamogl war ok f:hah ) a}[
. Afric iqrands hawe stries of

¢ g,ifmmévs‘ a':d‘ﬂs Ftta fwu?:’e: wetlled 17

coves or who disappeareel in caves.
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The Best Poecs

Ask not
reader

if this be
poctry

or

noe

beeause it isnt.

Poetry is science

with all rules for scanning
Mathematics

with all metrical calculations.

Thoughts arranged
in inlaman ways
are

called

poetry.

nobody speaks poetry

If one thinks
"tis enough

- he utters his thoughts

or
else
muddie-headed poetic rules make him,

Writers write in prose

" good enough

BUT

prose is

as long

as

War and Peace
and

Don Quixote

as any Russian astronaut
or

Spanish bull-fighter

wili tell you,

Reading prose

is

likened unto

wriggling
wriggly

wrigglily

in a laby

rinth

of Crete.

Happy (and few!)
are
the heroes

B

10

%

w

o

who can find the way and run: tip tip tipity tipity,

Foetry

a

ccor

ding

to Aris

to

tle

is imitafion

of what?

ask Arsi
sto tle

iy

He who talks

should tallc
and  not
i

mi

tate.

Grand folks mine
cloquent they were in
neither prose
NOT poetty;
rule-wise,
Spoke they
story-tefl they
in words,
Weards
all full of emotien
and feeling
and wisdom
and rhythm
chythm
thm
thim
thm
boom boom boom

Million poets abound
(who lack thoughts);
few thinkers we find
(who lack law-full poetry).

I would be dead
before
poetry rule-tull I learn.

Where will my thoughts be?
where be?
where be?

where where where where?

be be be be?

Caltit

what you may.
Digestible

bir by bit

my thouglis I present
read on.

I you be crazy

and hunt poetry gravy
{not thoughts)

pick up

Dante,

mill thru

Milton,

e
i e
cu
mrni
ngs
+
13¢  Fzra Pound
il miglior fabbro
are
the best artisans
with ears for sounds:
assonance
thythm most
thyme least
and
consonance;
ip  with eyes alert for shape of poetry

its

O

m;:mm
@]

H

oo

they write
marv'lously
modernly

13 like me.

(he dictated for the ears in his blindness!)

shake the pages of
Shake
spear

or go

(and who wrote Shakespear? perhaps a blindman, tool)

home with holiow-socketted deep browed

Homer
inte hurman anti

quity.

John Dos Passos
William
Carlos (8
Williams
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Mango Seedling Chinua Achebe

Through glass window pane

Up a modern office block

i saw, two floors below, on wide-jutting

Concrete canopy a mango seedling newly sprouted
S Purple, two-leafed, standing on its burst

Black yolk. It waved brightly to sun and wind

Between rains—daily regaling itself

On seed-yams, prodigally.

For how long?
0 How long the happy waving
From precipice of rainswept sarcophagus?
How long the feast on remnant flour
At pot bottom?
Perhaps like the widow
15 Of infinite faith it stood in wait
For the holy man of the forest, shaggy-haired
Powered for efernal replenishment.
Or else it hoped for Old Tortoise’s miraculous feast
- On-one ever recurring dot of cocoyam
22 Setin alarge bowl of green vegetables—
These days beyond fable, beyond faith?
Thenlisaw it
Poised in courageous impartiality
Between the primordial quarrel of Earth
%~ And Sky striving bravely to sink roots
Into objectivity, mid-air in stone.

t thought the rain, prime mover
To this enterprise, someday would rise in power
And deliver its ward in delirious waterfall

Jo Toward earth below. But every rainy day
Little playful floods assembled on the slab,
Danced, parted round its feet,
United again, and passed.

it went from purple to sickly green
3§ Before it died, .
Today Iseeit Stl“—.
Dry, wire-thin in sun and dust of the dry months—-
Headstone on tiny debris of passionate courage.

To the memory of Christopher Okigbo May 1968
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Not my Business

They picked Akanni up one morning

- Beat him soft like clay

10

I5

20

25

And stuffed him down the belly

‘Of a waiting jeep.

What business of mine is it
So long they don't take the yam
From my savouring mouth?

They came one night

Booted the whole house awake

And dragged Danladi out,

Then off to a lengthy absence.
What business of mine is it
S0 long they don't take the yam
From my savouring mouth?

Chinwe went to work one day -

Only to find her job was gone:

No query, no warning, no probe —

Just one neat sack for a stainless record.
What business of mine is it
So long they don't take the yam
From my savouring mouth?

And then one evening
As | sat down to eat my yam

A knock on the door froze my hungry hand.
The jeep was waiting on my bewildered lawn

Waiting, waiting in its usual silence.

Niyi Osundare
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A New Drearn of Politics by Ben Okri

They say there is only one way for politics.
That it looks with hard eyes at the hard world
And shapes it with a ruler’s edge,

Measuring what is possible against

Acclaim, support, and votes.

They say there is only one way to dream

For the people, to give them not what they need
But food for their fears.

We measure the deeds of politicians

By their time in power.

~ But in ancient times they had another way.

They measured greatness by the gold

of contentment, by the endui*ing arts,
The laughter at the hearths,

The length of silence when the bards
Told of what was done by those who
Had the courage to make their lands
Happy, away {rom war, spreading justice
And fostering health,

The most precious of the arts

Of governance.

But we live in times that have lost
This tough art of dreaming

The best for its people,

Or so we are told by cynics

And doomsayers who see the end

of time in blood-red moons.
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Always when least expected an unexpected

Figure rises when dreams here have

% Become like ashes. But when the light

Is woken in our hearts after the long
Sleep, they wonder if it is a fable.

Can we still seek the lost angels

Of our better natures?

%" Can we still wish and will

For poverty’s death and a newer way

To undo war, and find peace in the labyrinth
Of the Middle East, and prosperity

In Africa as the true wayA

To end the feared tide of immigration?

We dream of a new politics

That will renew the world

Under their weary suspicious gaze.
There's always a new way,

A better way that's not been tried before
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Ng.ugi wa Thiong’o (reprinted from Decolonising the Mind: The Politics of Language in
African Literature, London: James Currey, 1985)

.. 1 was born into s large peasant family: father, fous wives and about
twenty-eight children. | also belonged, as we all did in those days, to a wider
extended family and to the community as a whole.
We spoke Giknyt as we worked in the fields, We spoke Gikityl in and
& outside the home. | can vividly recall those evenings aof story-telling around
che hreside. It was mostly the grown-ups telling the children but every-
body was interested and involved. We children would re-tell the stories the
following day to other children whe. worked in the fields picldng the
pyrethrum fowers, tea-leaves or coffec beans of our European and African
10 landlords.

There were good and bad story-tellers. A good one could tell the same
story over and ovér again, and it would always be fresh to us, the listeness.
e or she could tell & story told by someone else and make it more alive
and dramatic. The differences really weré in the use of words and images

& and the inflexion of voices to effect different tones.

We therefore learnt to value words for their meaning and nuances. Language
was not a mere string of words, It had a suggestive power well beyond the
immediate and lexical meaning. Our appreciation of the suggestive magical
power of language was reinforced by the games we played with werds through

96 riddles, proverbs, transpositions of syliables, or through nonsensical but musi-
cally -arranged words. So we learnt the music of our language on top of the
content. The language, through images and symbols, gave us a view of the
world, but it had a beauty of its own, The home and the field were then gur
pre-primary schoo} but what is important, for this discussion, s that the lan-

26 guage of our evening teach-ins, and the language of our immediate and wider
community, and the language of our work in the fields were one

And then 1 -went to school, a colonial school, and this harmony was
broken. The language of my education was no longer the language of my
culture.

b one of the most humiliating experiences was 10 be caught speaking Grkiyd

in the vicinity of the school. The culprit was given corporal punishment — three
lo five stokes of the cane on bare buttocks — or was made ta carry a metal plate
around the neck with inscriptions sach as [ AM STUPID or § AM A DONKEY.

The attitude to English was the exact opposite: any achicvement in speken or
I written English was highly rewarded; prizes, prestige, applause; the ticket to higher
realms. Eng]ish becarne the measure of intelligence and ability in the arts, the
scivnces, and abl the other branches of learning. English becamue the nmiain deter-
minant of a child's progress up the ladder of formal education.
As you may know, the colonial system of education in addition to its apartheid
ﬂ;O racial demarcation had the structure of a pyramid: a broad primary hase, a narrow-
ing secondary middle, and an cven narrower university apex. Selections lrom primary
into secondary were through an examination, in my time cajled Kenya African Pre-
liminary Examination, in’ which one had to pass six subjects ranging from Maths
to Nature Study and Kiswahili. All the papers were written in English. Nobody
qS could pass the exam who failed the English janguage paper no matter haw Dbrilliantly
he had done in the other subjects. 1 remember one boy in.my class af 1954 wha
had distinctions in all subjects except English, which he had failed, He was made
16 fail the entire exam. He went on to become a turn boy in a bus company. b wha
had only passes but a credit i English gol a place at the Alliance Eligh Schoal, one
&0 of the most elitist institutions for Africans in colonial Kenva,

Literary education was now determined by the dominant language while also
reinforcing that deminance. Orature {oral literature) in Kenyan §angu;gcs stopped,
In primary school 1 now read simplified Dickens and Stevenson alongside Rider
Haggard, Jim Hawkins, Oliver Tawist, Tam Brown — not Hare, Leopard and Lion
~ were now my daily companions in 1he world of imagination. In secondary school,
Scott and G.B. Shaw vicd with more Rider Hag\gard‘ Jehn Buchan, A]ai\ Paton,
Captain W.E. Johns, Au Makerere | read English: from Chaucer to T.8. Eliot with

2 touch of Graham Greene. ‘ i
Thus language and literature were taking us Turther and further from eurselves

LA 16 other selves. from aur world to other worlds,
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&5 ship of language to human experience,
guag

. . Tolvnryd WL Lol .
What was the colenial svstem doing o us Kenyan children? What were the
hand, this systematic suppression of our languages

consequences of, on the one
the clevation of English and the

and the literature they carried, and on the other
et those questions, let me first examine the relation-

literature it carried? To answ
human culture and the human perception

of reality.
Language, any language
munication and a carrier of culture.:
transmité or imparts'thosc images of the world and reality thrpugh the spoken and

, has a dual character: it is both_a means of com-
. Cultere

0 written language, that is through a specific language. [ . . . ] Written literature

and orature are the main means by which a particular languape transmits the images

of the world contained in the culture it carries,
Language as ‘communication and as culture are then products of cach other,
Communication creates culture: calture is a means of communication, Language
%" carries culture, and culture carries, particular]y through orature and literature,
the entire body of values by which we come to perceive ourselves and our place
in the world. How people perceive themselves affects how they look at their
culture, at their politics and at the social .production of wealth, at their entire
relationship to nature and to ot}ler beings. Language is thus inseparable from our-
&0 selves as a comrpunity of human beings with a speciﬁc form and character, a specific
history, a specific relationship to the world,

So what was the colonialist imposition of foreign language doing 1o us children?

The real aim of colonialism was to control the people’s wealth { .. . ]. Bat
its most important arca of domination was the mental universe of the colonised:
£ the control, through culture, of how people perceived themselves and their rela-
tionship to the world, Ecenomic and politiéal control can never be complete or ‘
effective without mental control, To control a people’s culture is to control their
tools of self-dchinition in relations to others.
For colonialism this involved two aspects of the same process: the destruction
@ or the deliberate undervaluing of a people’s culture, their art, dances, religions,
history, geography, education, orature and literature, andd the conscious clevation
of the language of the coloniser. The domination of a prople’s language by the
languages of the colonising nations was erucial to the domination of the mental
universe of the colonised,
our imposesl

ication was a product of and was reflecting the ‘real lan-
could never as spoken or written properiy reflect
hat cominunity. This may in part explain why tech-
slightly external, their product and not ours. The
en far-away sound until 1 recently learnt its
and it made me apprehend it differently.

9% means of commun

guage of life' elsewhere, it

or imitate the real life of t

nology ahways appears to us as

word ‘missile’ used to hold an ali

Je0 equivalent in Gikiiydi, ngurukuhi,

" Learning, for a colonial child, became a cerebral activity and nat an emotionally
felt expericnce. '

Since culture does not just reflect the world in images but actually, through

those very images, conditions a child to see that world in a certain way, the colonial

ID{ child was made to see the world and where he stands in i as scen and defined
by or reflected in the culture of the ]anguagc of impositidn.

And since those images are mostly passed on through orature and, literature
it meant the child would now only see the world as seen in the literature of his
language of adoption. From the point of view of alienation, that is of sceing one:

{10 sell from outside onescil as if one was 'an(_)thcr sclf, it does not matter tha.t the
imported literature carried the great humanist tradition of the best in Shakespeare,
Balzac, Tolstoy, Gorky, Brecht, Sholokhov, Dickens, The location of this great
mirror of imagination was nccessarily Europe and its history and culture mnd the
rest of the universe was seen from thal centre.

”{ But obviously it was worse when the colonial child was exposed to images
of his world as mirrored in the written languages of his coloniser. Where his
own native languages were associated in his impressionable mind with low status,
humiliation, carporal punishment, stow-Toowed intelligence and abilitv or down-
right stupicity, non-inteligibility and barbyarism, this was reinforced bv the world

120 he mct in the warks of such geniuses of racism as a Rider Hnggnrd m.‘ a Nicholas

Monsarrat
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ORAL POETRY
Oral poetry may be considered 'oral’ in three distinct ways:

its composition, which does not rely on writing and may involve improvisation or
composition-in-performance -

its fransmission, . only by word of mouth

its performance , which makes each rendition a unique and unrepeatable event, often
involving the participation of an audience.

Not all poetry considered 'oral' has all three of these characteristics.

The way oral poetry is composed and transmitted means that it is associated with
simplicity and directness in its language and message while written poetry is more likely
to be associated with sophistication and subtlety.

In defining ways in which poetry differs from prose,, typography or visual shape plays an
important role . Although typography is obviously not a characteristic of oral poetry, other
features common to any form of poetry may take on particular importance in the oral
tradition {'orai storytelling is closely linked to oraf poetry and shares many of these
characteristics)::

- repetition - of sound, word phrase, sentence or stanza (this therefore includes rhyme,

alliteration, use of formulaic expression, syntactic parallelism, use of refrains)
use of metaphor |

use of onomatopoeia

rhythm or metre

musical accornpanim'ent

particular use of the voice (singing, chanting or intoning)

Repetition in its many forms is probably the most prominent feature of oral poetry in that it
gives the poet /performer time to improvise and the audience time to understand and

75 interact with the poet,
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GROUP PERFORMANCE

Some oral poetry is performed in solitude {a lone worker in the fields,, a mother singing to
her baby) and is personal,, contemplative, often melancholy. The blues are a good
example of this type of poem or song . However, oral poetry is more readily associated
with group performance; one of its chief functions is to reinforce collective identity, and

- & group cohesiveness. Traditional work-songs help workers keep going in tedious or painful

10

work , help them maintain a constant rhythm and create a feeling of solidarity and mutual
support. Marching songs have a similar function.

THE GRIOT

fn oral cultures, stories and poems are also an important way of transmitting knowledge.
The 'griot’ of Western Africa is a poet / musician who inherits his position in society and is
usually attached to an important family . He is often referred to as the 'living memory’ of
his people or a 'walking encyclopedia’ because his poems, songs: &tories are the main

‘means of remembering the history of the tribe, but also of consolidating authority and

social obligation.

The griot s audience are expected to participate in the telling of his stories and the
singing of his songs this participation is the origin of the call-and- response structure
common to African and Caribbean poetry. ltis the typical structure of the work-songs . The
leader's improvisation of new lines alternates with a short refrain,; usually just one line
from the chorus, which often corresponds to each exhalation.

The satirical component in a lot of oral literature from Africa and the Caribbean can also
be traced to the griot. The griot has a special position in society and is permitted to
criticise and ridicule even his superiors. Thus ,oral poetry has often been associated with
protest and self-expression rendered acceptable by verbal dexterity and word play. In
Africa, the ability to use words cleverly is a highly -valued skill for the slaves on the
plantations double meaning . oblique reference and even the use of creole itself became
a way of disguising the subversive nature of many of their songs.
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